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(54) ELECTRONIC MAIL SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To use an effective electronic mail system 
capable of simply specifying a destination, removing an 
error for destination specification and easily judging a 
transmitter of a received mail by using a mail user's icon 
in an electronic mail system using a computer system. 
CONSTITUTION: The electronic mail system constituted 
of a mail receiving part 20 for receiving a mail, a mail 
accumulation part 21 for preserving a received mail, an 

m 21 » 3* 

I/O part 22 for displaying/preparing a mail, a mail 
transmitting part 23 for transmitting a mail, a destination 
information I/O part 24 for inputting destination 
information and displaying it by an icon, a destination 
information accumulation part 25 for accumulating 
destination information, and a destination setting part 26 

for setting up a mail destintion by referring to the accumulation part 25 can display a mail 
user's icon, simply specify a destination by using the icon and remove and error in destination 
specification so as to be effectively utilized. 



LEGAL STATUS 

[Date of request for examination] 

[Date of sending the examiner's decision of 



http://wwl9ipdlncipi.go jp/PAl/result/detaiVmai^ 1/31/2005 



Searching PAJ 



Page 2 of 2 



rejection] 

[Kind of final disposal of application other than 
the examiner's decision of rejection or 
application converted registration] 

[Date of final disposal for application] 

[Patent number] 

[Date of registration] 

[Number of appeal against examiner's 
decision of rejection] 

[Date of requesting appeal against examiner's 
decision of rejection] 

[Date of extinction of right] 

Copyright (C); 1998,2003 Japan Patent Office 



http://wwl9.ipdl.ncipi.go jp/PAl/result/detail/m^ 1/31/2005 



<19)B*BM«Wr (JP) (12) ^ ^ 4# It ^ ^ (A) (H)#frdl«BfilB#^ 

^^6-149691 

(43)&S§B ¥1*6^(1994)5^316 



(51)Int.Cl. s ftSlJIE^- Jrl*«SfHt F I 

G 0 6 F 13/00 3 5 1 G 7368-5B 

3/14 3 7 0 A 7165-5B 



31$ TfeS* B§*ig0>& 7 12 H) 



(2i)dJK#^- 


#S¥4-298293 


(71)*®U*v 


000005821 










(22)UlSe 


¥fi£44p(1992)llJ! 9 B 




^KJ^PmTU^P!Sl006SAk 






(72)HBJ# 










±iE^pmr&^pwioo6#*6 &rm.& 














(74)ft«A 


#s± hj (fl-2;&) 



(54) [»51G>*«0 If^-^i/xfi* 



(57) mm 

##^Sl5 2 5 ^ ?6flc*«8B 2 5 -vu&ft 



'3 



1 itp 



3L 



-a 



(2) 



4$M¥6 - 1 4 9 6 9 1 



[tt#JS3] *— /ufUffl#*T>f 3>t*au *- 

its** 4 ] ^z/&*—^m#<DM^Kx~m^ 

■A 0 20 

[0 00 1] 

[0 0 0 2] 30 

[tt*©Si] ifi*. Kf*i\ f+g«£=> 

[0 0 0 3] «^*— yw^^^W/fKii, — »(-Bli 
0©«lc45, 1 0 Ofi* — ^€rSffii"S^— 

as. i o ltisfs ^tz^-^wm-r^^-^wm^, 

1 0 2(ip<— ^RR-rSAffi^ffl, 10 31^ 
[0 0 0 4] *-/W1^£f3\ *!Jffl#lisSA/5>^*feT* 

[0005] Ull ( a ) li, * — >W$ffi&* — 
ffi-Cfe<5o UNIX O^U— ^^iy^^M,(D^ 

[0 0 0 6] ill ( b ) * — /K05e*St D ^ h "C 



[0 0 0 7] 

[0008] *3gw(i, ±ret£*<z>Fnm&*»*-r5 i i> 

[0 0 0 9] 

t-^^mm-tzt-^mm^wtt, 5S5fc*«*rA;*L 

[0010] 
[0011] 

[o o i 2] mi ^cjov^T, i o f2M£ft\ lit** 

A*«k 13f^^t6^y^h, 14ii^- 

aift ^ i6 n* — /^fijffl#A^^-r^ijffl#r-r =1 
1 imm^B^TFirmm^Tj = i8(» 
#co^u— ^^^-rspjffl^r-r 3^ 19 tetffl££W<z> 

[0 0 13] Jgifeifi^^'ffiSrttW-rSo *-^*«# 

[0 0 14] #Jffl#A£36$fc£ LTffi3£-*-£» 

-g-fis Igll (a) (7>5cBl"C^i"J: 5K#Jffl#A©*iJffl# 
7^^yi 6 ^r^^^^^^A^l^^-l'^^^T^^ 
L, 3Bifey^ M 3±*-C»»Sii:So r^f-J:t>IIll 

( b ) T'^-T J: 5 y^M3 tc*ijffl# Aj&sr^£ 



(3) 



!&m¥-6 - 1 4 9 6 9 1 



3 

[0 0 15] «/S&ia2&ffl^TftiaJH-5o !!2tCio^ 
2 0 ^^^{ft^^ -J^mU, 2 1 isgjf 

-A^lf£ik 2 4(«65fcfi»« (7K^, 7M^><£>JT2 

tf^Slk 2 5(i3B3fe*«*Sai-S^««»a», 2 
6 H^g5fe««»«fflJ 2 5t#iU^- /MnJSSfcSrKS 

[0016] hi <Dmm%T4 = 5B5fe««Aa* « 

»2 4*iiL"Cm£$*x, 555fe««#a«F|5 2 5 (C*gg(0 
TK^^^St^ix, ^5tetimAtH;*?aS2 4 4:fflL 

tiif^f $ti5o fijffl#r>r = >3&s?5ifey ^ m 3 

[0 0 17] r©i:#^31S:BI3Srfflu^-ClftMi-S 0 

^jfeR^sc 2 6 mm^r^ = >&$z9c y^M 3_hi: 

»»£;h,fca>£f 5a>£:£mL (3 1) , 
(3 2) o 0il;itf, lolO£OfUffi#T^^V^^ T ^ 20 

^bSIIS^T Ku*£rBi9fcUL (3 3) , -tttSr^— ^ 
<£>5u$fc£ (3 4) o #J;tfi£. 1 o l o£>fiJ 

ifr-f^^^r^/^ LT3S3tetif«S««fl5 2 5i^# 

[ooi8] v 1 5 asjfsa-u atfsasjt 
[0019] ^a— -^(onm^T^ avis arises ax 

[0 0 2 0] t<nm<D^m^T-{ ^ >- 1 9 riMf 
^ f i n ^ jf it *f U T -X^n XCO A* Srffi-f"* <^'J tD 
A*;frifc£rffi^i-5o 

[0 0 2 1 ] ^XJtcO J: b \Zj£Wfcm\^&)MZ. * — ^Sfe 

5 C 40 

[0022] mm^r-i is&mmx-m^L 

[0 0 2 3] (SJfiW 2 ) JEAT**"!^ 2 ^HJ&^J^o 

[0 0 2 4] i4flio^T, 10fi®ffi:£ft^ 

1 2(Ap«-/u«>aaiUtA*i-5att5L 

6 (i^-A4Uffl#A&^^HJffl#T-f = >\ 17fi*ijffl so 



^-r^jffl^r-r = 1 9 ttStrtE«^w*iJffl#Sr^i"*iJ 

ffl#T^ = >T. SI 1 ili*i«fcfc<0t?&5o 4 1H > 

[0 0 2 5] *—J\smm ^itSrRMtSo p«-^*fS 

=*>-±lzj — /uf£j£Uffi 1 l thZWttin&T'i =f>T* 
^Lfc^— 3>4 1 (K^^^^Kny 

[0 0 2 6] ^JMA^Mt Lt^t^l 

-Si*, EI4(O^B]-C^"t-J:5(3:>— ^W^ricPfBEi lSr"^ 
^^/.e^oDA^^^^^ffl^r^L, *iJffl#ACQ*U 

■®i 1 ^^xmLtz^—^T^ a >4 1 Sriiw 

[0 0 2 7] «j£*m5*ffl^Ttt0H-3 o ElSCiis^ 
T\ 2 0(i>— A'SrSfTTS;* — A'SfffflS* 2 1 ttgifl 

fNc£tT*5Am*«* 2 3fip«-^S:ai«i-S^ 
— /H&fifflk 2 4fi55ifeif« T^^^f 

5 2»i^rit^— ^»«»5 1 <t5B5fctimS»£l$2 5^# 

[0 0 2 8] H4<D$lJffl#T-Y 56jfe««Am* 
95 2 4 «riiLT^**n, ^3t*a*»SI5 2 Stc^BS*^ 
TK^^^lt^n, ^a^fetS^At±i^f^2 4 ^rilL 

[0 0 2 9] ^-/UMIH lfc^VMi^-zur-f^ 

> 4 1 mm^T4 ^ >±[z»th ztizt, * 

^ L tilt t-<# ^ I, 

m\^2 3^iibr^f-r5o 
[0030] ^<Db%<D&m&mG*m^x&fflirz>o 

r-r 3>4 1 ^fijffl#r-f = v±tc»»$^fc75»if 5^ 
^^Hi (6i) , &m£fLfcm&ia^ z<D*—?\>%t 

»»Stlfc3&^*^"T5 (6 2) o lolotD 

fc^— /KZ)««S:Bit)a3L (6 3) , 555fe«a*aSB 2 

^tUL (6 4) , %ti&*--ji'<n$i9ch\^x*'-ji'&tt- 
dcLaHBi-S (6 5) 0 #I;tf^ loio©fiJMr^ 



(4) 



¥tm¥-6 - 1 4 9 6 9 1 



5 

[0 0 3 1 ] ^/u-y^*Uffl#T>f ^18 asjf 5£$*x 

[0 0 3 2] *OffllOfM#T-f ^> 1 9 J&SJ&S 

[0 0 3 3] WJi^J: 5 t-*SllfiW(-«t^«^ ^SB 

[0034] ro^j-m, mm&Tsf = 

[0 0 3 5] 3 ) £XT*¥£Wm 3 c^fifl|:o 

[0 0 3 6] E|7K:*5^t\ 10f»S^ 16(W 
— A#iJffl#A*;^-fiJffl#T>f =J >\ 1 7 (i*iJffl#B^r 20 

ffi#r-r = i 9 (iafris42Ji^^j^#S:^i-fijffl#r 

[0 0 3 7] /uSft^FfeS^Mi*tt(7>^— yu^sfco 

[0 0 3 8] *«Sr0 8^fflPTtt^t5o 0 8^*31^ 
T, 2 0fj:^-/^ft^^-^fff^ 2 1 ttgfl 30 

*t*t*) ^tA^l/c^. r>r = ^**^i-S565fe«aA 

9, 12 £l^8Kefc©T*fc5o 8 1 ttSff LfcfeS^fc: 

[0039] in 7 >r = ^stetimAttj* 

as 2 4 srii lxm $ tt, itaaj 2 5 khr^ 40 

7K^^««$^ 5B5t««AtB*ffl2 4SriiU 

[0 0 4 0] — /ufc£VMi*flc<£>> — ^* s *> 

5 <t 5S5fe*«W»«rSP 8 l fl^ — /ke>p*jSj&» > — a-<z>« 
«#«r»!9ttiU *HC-rsWffl#T>r ^^a^Sr^SE 
L3teife1S«AtH*aJ 2 4 *ii LTS^tSo 

[0 04 1 ] r<Z>£ t (0^38*12 9 *ffll^TRWi-£> 0 

fcSa>«:Et&L (9 1) . fffiELfcii'&Cite. ^* 
^-^S«SB2 l^fcffititbL. *fB#Sr»tff"rs (9 50 



6 

mn2 sfrbtBftmmzmikmv tat (93) , 

btLfc*fS#T KU^irJt«i"S (9 4) o 1 
o 1 o<ofijffl#r>< = >^^ 7 yf/ui: L-C553fe« a^S 
9 2 5l:Sa§nt*3*), ^©77-l'^l:»TK 

^^y^^i (95), ^rCOMt- 
*H£"t-SfiJffl#T>r = ^1 9<©*^Sr^x.S (96) o 
[0 0 4 2] W&ZtlX^Ztffr— ~?<D 1 A^ s *ff#0 

m^^^^^—zfiDm^r^ = > 1 8 tf>«^j5S3Efc> 

[0 0 4 3] £JL±^J; 5*w*ia£CtJlc«tn^ ^ilL/c 

[0044] rcoffiiTti. mm&T'f^is&mmxmzL 

[0 0 4 5] W % HjteWi, ^Jg«2iaJ:l5*Sfe^3^ 

jfe, t-jwmiA. Atu^x^^, 

[0 0 4 6] 

^t7>r =3 >-c*^i-s^B5feit«Am*#at, 

L * — # tw ^JS'JT* # . 3b* W**^ ^ 

[ui] *jsw©i- ^^jsMt^^^m^^-^v-^ 

[112] *36^oS— ^IIJ£«(c^ttS«^^-/w^^ 
[El 3] &&Wa>m—<DMMffllz&ft%&m<DUft : k7ri 
[13 4] **M<7?»-o^lfie9(c:ibNtS«^p<-^^-x 

7 ^<^lU®0iJ[ll 

[H5] ^P^co^-co^^Jt^isit^m^^-^v'^ 
x -A cotH^ ^r/TtS^ HI 



- 1 4 9 6 9 1 



[EI 6] &&W<Dm—<oMMmiz&rt%f&&<o9Lii&ifi 

[0 8] *»M<OS = <OStJ6fl?iJ^*5ttS« : ?-7«'-^'>^ 
[0 9] *«W^* = (^*lfe^J(cio(t5a31^«EtL«:^ 

0 

[011] fi£*<E>«r?-p< — ^>*x^<^u$tefB3£^ifc& 

[«f-S§-£>»9U 
l 0 M®^# 
1 1 * —^fEfifcBffi 
1 2 LttJLA^H 
1 3 5S$tel> * h 
1 4 *^CA^H 
1 5 aftff 



1 6 fUffl#7M 

1 7 nm%r<4 = > 

1 8 flJJB#T>f 

1 9 nm^r^^> 

2 0 ^ — A'gfigP 

2i ^ — ^*a«FP 

2 2 AU1*«FB 
2 3 — ✓HltfBSJ 

2 4 ?Bifefll«Am*« 

10 2 5 555fe1» 

2 6 ^i^^fP 

4 1 ^-/l-7^ =i >- 

si 

5 2 * — M^as 
s i 5b*« 

10 0 > — A'Sft 

10 1 ^ — /i^#a^5 

10 2 Affi^Sfl 

10 3 * — ^SHf SB 



21 



[I 



32] 

23 



25 



> — )V 











20 



a m w 




9a * 










/ 

22 


/ 

26 




%fffl¥-e - 1 4 9 6 9 1 



III] 



(a) 




10 - ifiiS£:# 

11 - / -^vzmmm 

12 - *m LA'^l 
13™ 36ft ') * h 
14 

15 v 
16,17.18,19 -mmMT4 ziy 



(7) ^6-1 4 96 9 1 



[H3] 



[B6] 



- 30 




Yes 



32 



33 



.34 




K"7 ? -ft)^> Kay 






RSSSn-ftrvStiNi 

















-62 



63 



64 



65 



(8) 



<&ffl¥-6 - 1 4 9 6 9 1 



[14] 




H ... > _ ji/fpeKiijin 
12- JiaJLADH 
14-;*3tAfl*l 

16,17,18,19 -mmmr << =>* 

41 ••• y — 71/ T 3 v 



IB7] 




10 -ilift 

16.17.18,19 -*llffl*T-f a y 



1 4 9 6 9 1 



[El 5] 



21 



51 



* - >f * Ift » 



20 



ft m 

/ — )V 



a to ti 

"7 



22 



25 



/ — JU 



25 

/ 



96 



SAtil 



52 



[Ell 0] 



101 



/ - ju m m w 



/ 

24 




105 

/ 




^ — 









> — JU 



100 



a to a » 



"7 

102 



(10) 



<&ffl¥-6 - 1 4 9 6 9 1 



[128] 



21 




/ 


f 













r 

20 



A Hi * Si 



T 

22 



25 









2J as 





7 

81 



7 



24 



(11) 



#M¥6 - 14 9 6 9 1 



[19] 




Yes 






96 




95 



- 1 4 9 6 9 1 



(a) 



[011] 



To ■ rec i pien 1 9 doma in 
Subject ■" Report 



Cb) 





> recipient) ©domain 
r ec i p ien 1 2 © d oma i n 
recipieni3@ domain 
rec i pi ent 4 ©domain 
rec ipient5© domain 




jiiBL Report 1 



















/ 



Japanese Publication number : 06-149691 A 
* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the 
original precisely. 

2 ***★ s hows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The electronic mail system characterized by specifying the destination by 
expressing the user of e-mail by the icon and moving said icon to an e-mail creation 
screen. 

[Claim 2] The electronic mail system according to claim 1 characterized by displaying an 
icon with an e-mail user s photograph of his face. 

[Claim 3] The electronic mail system characterized by transmitting e-mail by expressing 
an e-mail user by the icon and moving the body of e-mail to said icon. 
[Claim 4] The electronic mail system according to claim 3 characterized by displaying an 
icon with an e-mail user's photograph of his face. 

[Claim 5] The electronic mail system characterized by expressing an e-mail user by the 
icon, changing the display of said icon corresponding to the addresser of e-mail who 
received, and showing reception of e-mail. 

[Claim 6] The electronic mail system according to claim 5 characterized by displaying an 
icon with an e-mail user s photograph of his face. 

[Claim 7] An electronic mail system given in either of claim 1 to claims 6 characterized 
by having the icon which expresses many and unspecified persons as a user icon. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] This invention relates to the electronic mail system which can 
distinguish easily the addresser of e-mail who received while the destination could specify 
easily and lost the error of destination assignment by using an e-mail user's icon. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In recent years, the electronic mail system which uses a 
computer as a means of communication is widely used with the spread of computers. 
[0003] Generally the configuration of an electronic mail system becomes like drawing 10 . 
The I/O section which 102 displays [ the e mail receive section where 100 receives e-mail, 
the e-mail are recording section which accumulates the mail which 101 received, and ] 
e mail, and is created, and 103 are the e mail transmitting sections which perform e-mail 
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transmitting processing. 

[0004] E mail creation time and a user have to specify the destination of e-mail by a certain 
approach. The conventional e-mail destination input approach is explained using drawing 
11 . 

[0005] Drawing 11 (a) is the approach of specifying the destination of e-mail by the 
character string with the body of e mail using a keyboard etc. The electronic mail system of 
UNIX (the name of an operating system, trademark of AT & T) has adopted this approach. 
[0006] Drawing 11 (b) is the approach express the destination of e-mail as a list, and a user 
chooses and specifies the destination from the inside, displaying the specified destination 
on another list in attaching the special mark (this example mark of >) **** etc. - it 
carries out and a user is shown. 
[0007] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, by the conventional approach, since 
the destination was shown by the character string, when it was hard to attach distinction 
of the destination and a user did destination assignment, it had the trouble of specifying 
the mistaken destination. Said trouble will become still larger if especially the format of 
the destination becomes complicated. 

[0008] By solving the above-mentioned conventional trouble and using an e-mail user's 
icon, the destination can specify easily, and loses the error of destination assignment, and 
this invention offers the electronic mail system which can distinguish easily the addresser 
of e-mail who received further. 
[0009] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] It has the configuration have a destination information 
I/O means input an e-mail receiving means to by_which the electronic mail system of this 
invention receives e mail, an e-mail are-recording means save the mail which received, an 
I/O means perform display of e-mail, and creation, an e-mail transmitting means transmit 
e-mail, and destination information in order to attain this purpose, and display at an icon, 
and a destination information storage means accumulate destination information. 
[0010] 

[Function] By this configuration, by being able to display an e*mail user's icon and using 

an e-mail user's icon, the addresser of e-mail who received while the destination could 

specify easily and lost the error of destination assignment can be distinguished easily, and 

use of an effective electronic mail system can be aimed at. 

[0011] 

[Example] 

(Example l) The electronic mail system which is [ following ] one example of this invention 
is explained, referring to a drawing. 

[0012] The header input column into which the whole screen and 11 input an e-mail 
creation screen into, and, as for 12, 10 inputs the header of e-mail in drawing 1 , The 
destination list whose 13 displays the destination, this input column into which 14 inputs 
the text of e-mail, The transmitting carbon button with which 15 directs transmission, the 
user icon 16 indicates the e-mail user A to be, the user icon 17 indicates User B to be, the 
user icon 18 indicates a user's group to be, and 19 are user icons which show the user 
except said. 
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[0013] The approach of destination assignment is explained. An e-mail addresser performs 
destination assignment by moving a user icon making into the destination on the 
destination list 13 (a drag and drop). 

[0014] For example, when specifying User A as the destination, as the arrow head of 
drawing 1 (a) shows, a mouse etc. makes **** selection of User's A user icon 16 for input 
devices, and it is made to move onto the destination list 13. As this shows by drawing 1 (b), 
User A is set as the destination list 13. Since the destination is shown to the destination 
list 13 by the icon, the addresser is going to send to whom or is easy to understand. 
[0015] A configuration is explained using drawing 2 . The e-mail receive section where 20 
receives e-mail in drawing 2 , the e mail are recording section which accumulates the mail 
which 21 received, The I/O section in which 22 performs display of e-mail, and creation, the 
e-mail transmitting section to which 23 transmits e-mail, The destination information I/O 
section which 24 inputs destination information (the address, configuration of an icon, etc.), 
or displays an icon, the destination information storage section in which 25 accumulates 
destination information, and 26 are the destination setting sections which set the 
destination as e-mail with reference to the destination information storage section 25. 
[0016] It is created through the destination information I/O section 24, an actual address 
etc. is accumulated in the destination information storage section 25, and the user icon of 
drawing 1 is displayed on a screen through the destination information I/O section 24. If a 
user icon is moved onto the destination list 13, the destination setting section 26 will set an 
actual address as e-mail with reference to the destination information storage section 25. 
[0017] The processing at this time is explained using drawing 3 . The destination setting 
section 26 determines which user icon the user icon supervised whether it was moved onto 
the destination list 13, and (31) and when it was moved, was moved (32). For example, 
what is necessary is just to acquire the file name, when each user icon is accumulated in 
the destination information storage section 25 as a file. An actual address is taken out 
from the determined user icon, and (33) and it are set up as the destination of e-mail (34). 
For example, what is necessary is to open a file and just to read the contents, when each 
user icon is accumulated in the destination information storage section 25 as a file and the 
actual address is described in the file. 

[0018] The transmitting carbon button 15 is pushed, and if transmission is directed, e-mail 
will be transmitted through the e-mail transmitting section 23. 

[0019] When a group's user icon 18 is specified, two or more users set as the destination 
information storage section 25 become the destination of e-mail. 

[0020] When the other user icons 19 are specified, the another input approaches, such as 

demanding the input in a character string from an addresser, are directed. 

[0021] As mentioned above, according to this example, by specifying the e-mail destination 

using a user icon, the destination can specify easily and can avoid the error of destination 

assignment. 

[0022] In this example, that effectiveness can be further heightened by changing an icon by 
the user, although the user icon is expressed diagrammatically, or using a user's 
photograph of his face. 

[0023] (Example 2) It explains, referring to a drawing about the 2nd example of this 
invention below. 
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[0024] In drawing 4 , the header input column into which the whole screen and 1 1 input an 
e-mail creation screen into, and, as for 12, 10 inputs the header of e-mail, this input 
column into which 14 inputs the text of e-mail, the user icon 16 indicates the e mail user A 
to be, the user icon 17 indicates User B to be, the user icon 18 indicates a user's group to be, 
and 19 are the user icons which show the user except said, and are the same as that of 
drawing 1 . 41 is an e-mail icon which shows the body of e-mail by the icon. 
[0025] The approach of e-mail transmission is explained. An e-mail addresser creates 
e-mail beforehand, and moves the e-mail icon 41 which expressed the e-mail creation 
screen 11 or it with the icon onto the user icon of the destination to transmit (a drag and 
drop). Thereby, transmission is performed. 

[0026] For example, when specifying User A as the destination, as the arrow head of 
drawing 4 shows, the e-mail creation screen 11 is chosen using input devices, such as a 
mouse, and it is made to move onto User's A user icon 16. Moreover, the e-mail icon 41 
which expressed the e mail creation screen 11 with the icon is chosen, and it is made to 
move onto User's A user icon 16. Since transmission is performed by this, destination 
assignment is intuitive and an understanding is easy. 

[0027] A configuration is explained using drawing 5 . It is the destination information I/O 
section which the e-mail receive section where 20 receives e-mail, the e-mail are-recording 
section which accumulates the mail which 21 received, the I/O section in which 22 
performs display of e-mail and creation, the e-mail transmitting section to which 23 
transmits e-mail, and 24 input destination information (the address, configuration of an 
icon, etc.) in drawing 5 , or displays an icon, and the destination information -storage 
section 25 accumulates destination information, and it is as the same as drawing 2 . The 
creation mail are recording section which accumulates the mails (a header, body, etc.) 
which 51 is creating, and 52 are the e-mail creation sections which set the destination as 
e-mail with reference to the creation mail are recording section 51 and the destination 
information storage section 25. 

[0028] It is created through the destination information I/O section 24, an actual address 
etc. is accumulated in the destination information storage section 25, and the user icon of 
drawing 4 is displayed on a screen through the destination information I/O section 24. 
[0029] If the e-mail creation screen 11 or the e-mail icon 41 is moved onto a user icon, the 
e-mail creation section 52 will take out creation mail from the creation mail are recording 
section 51, destination information will be taken out from the destination information 
storage section 25, the mail which should set it as e-mail and should be transmitted will be 
created, and it will transmit through the e-mail transmitting section 23. 
[0030] The processing at this time is explained using drawing 6 . The e-mail creation 
section 52 determines which mail the e-mail creation screen 11 or the e-mail icon 41 
supervised whether it was moved onto the user icon, and (61) and when it was moved, was 
moved (62). For example, what is necessary is just to acquire the file name, when each mail 
is accumulated in the creation mail are recording section 51 as a file. The actual address of 
the user icon which took out the information on the determined mail and was specified 
from (63) and the destination information storage section 25 is taken out, as the 
destination of e-mail, e-mail is created and (64) and it are transmitted (65). For example, 
what is necessary is to open a file and just to read the contents, when each user icon is 
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accumulated in the destination information storage section 25 as a file and the actual 
address is described in the file. 

[0031] When a group's user icon 18 is specified, two or more users set as the destination 
information storage section 25 become the destination of e-mail. 

[0032] When the other user icons 19 are specified, the another input approaches, such as 

demanding the input in a character string from an addresser, are directed. 

[0033] As mentioned above, according to this example, by specifying the e-mail destination 

using a user icon, the destination can specify easily and can avoid the error of destination 

assignment. 

[0034] In this example, that effectiveness can be further heightened by changing an icon by 
the user, although the user icon is expressed diagrammatically, or using a user's 
photograph of his face. 

[0035] (Example 3) It explains, referring to a drawing about the 3rd example of this 
invention below. 

[0036] In drawing 7 , the user icon 10 indicates the whole screen and 16 indicates the 
e-mail user A to be, the user icon 17 indicates User B to be, the user icon 18 indicates a 
user's group to be, and 19 are the user icons which show the user except said, and are the 
same as that of drawing 1 . 

[0037] When there is the time of e-mail reception or unread mail, the addresser of e-mail is 
analyzed and the display of a corresponding user icon is changed. In drawing 7 , the user 
icon with applicable mail is displayed black, and the number of e mail is displayed. 
[0038] A configuration is explained using drawing 8 . It is the destination information I/O 
section which the e-mail receive section where 20 receives e-mail, the e-mail are-recording 
section which accumulates the mail which 21 received, the I/O section in which 22 
performs display of e-mail and creation, the e-mail transmitting section to which 23 
transmits e-mail, and 24 input destination information (the address, configuration of an 
icon, etc.) in drawing 8 , or displays an icon, and the destination information-storage 
section 25 accumulates destination information, and it is as the same as drawing 2 . 81 
received - it is - it is - it is the destination information analysis section which analyzes 
the destination information on unread mail. 

[0039] It is created through the destination information I/O section 24, an actual address 
etc. is accumulated in the destination information storage section 25, and the user icon of 
drawing 7 is displayed on a screen through the destination information I/O section 24. 
[0040] If there is the received mail or the unread mail, the destination information analysis 
section 81 will take out the addresser of e-mail from the contents of e-mail, will change the 
display of a corresponding user icon, and will display it through the destination 
information I/O section 24. 

[0041] The processing at this time is explained using drawing 9 . It supervises whether the 
destination information analysis section 81 has new-arrival arrival or unread mail, and 
(91) and when it exists, e-mail is taken out from the e-mail are recording section 21, and an 
addresser is analyzed (92). For example, what is necessary is just to analyze the contents 
of the file, when each mail is accumulated in the e-mail are recording section 21 as a file. 
The destination information analysis section 81 takes out destination information from the 
destination information storage section 25 one by one, and compares with (93) and the 
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addresser address obtained previously (94). For example, what is necessary is to open a file, 
to read the contents and just to compare with the addresser address, when each user icon 
is accumulated in the destination information storage section 25 as a file and the actual 
address is described in the file. When there is corresponding destination information, the 
display of the user icon corresponding to it is changed, and (95) and when there is nothing, 
the display of the user icon 19 which corresponds in addition to this is changed (96). 
[0042] When one person of the group set up is an addresser, the display of a group's user 
icon 18 changes. 

[0043] According to this example, the addresser of e-mail who received easily can grasp as 
mentioned above by changing the display of a user icon by the addresser of e-mail who 
received. 

[0044] In this example, that effectiveness can be further heightened by changing an icon by 
the user, although the user icon is expressed diagrammatically, or using a user's 
photograph of his face. 

[0045] In addition, the system which combined the example 1, the example 2, and the 
example 3 is also possible. Moreover, this invention does not restrict the e-mail receiving 
approach, the e-mail are recording approach, the e-mail transmitting approach, the 
configuration of e-mail, an I/O device, and the destination information storage approach. 
[0046] 

[Effect of the Invention] An e-mail receiving means by which this invention receives e-mail 
as mentioned above, and an e mail are recording means to save the mail which received, 
By having a configuration with an I/O means to perform display of e mail, and creation, an 
e-mail transmitting means to transmit e-mail, a destination information I/O means to 
input destination information and to display by the icon, and a destination information 
storage means to accumulate destination information By being able to display an e-mail 
user's icon and using an e-mail user's icon, the addresser of e-mail who received while the 
destination could specify easily and lost the error of destination assignment can be 
distinguished easily, and use of an effective electronic mail system can be aimed at. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] The example Fig. of a screen of the electronic mail system in the first 
example of this invention 

[Drawing 2] The conceptual diagram showing the configuration of the electronic mail 
system in the first example of this invention 

[Drawing 3] The flow chart showing the flow of the processing in the first example of this 
invention 

[Drawing 4] The example Fig. of a screen of the electronic mail system in the second 
example of this invention 

[Drawing 5] The conceptual diagram showing the configuration of the electronic mail 
system in the second example of this invention 

[Drawing 6] The flow chart showing the flow of the processing in the second example of 
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this invention 

[Drawing 7] The example Fig. of a screen of the electronic mail system in the third 
example of this invention 

[Drawing 8] The conceptual diagram showing the configuration of the electronic mail 
system in the third example of this invention 

[Drawing 9] The flow chart showing the flow of the processing in the third example of this 
invention 

[Drawing 10] The conceptual diagram showing the configuration of the conventional 
electronic mail system 

[Drawing 1 1] The conceptual diagram showing the destination specification method of 
the conventional electronic mail system 
[Description of Notations] 

10 Screen Whole 

1 1 E-mail Creation Screen 

12 The Header Input Column 

13 Destination List 

14 This Input Column 

15 Transmitting Carbon Button 

16 User Icon 

1 7 User Icon 

1 8 User Icon 

1 9 User Icon 

20 E-mail Receive Section 

21 E-mail Are Recording Section 

22 I/O Section 

23 E-mail Transmitting Section 

24 Destination Information I/O Section 

25 Destination Information Storage Section 

26 Destination Setting Section 
41 E-mail Icon 

51 Creation Mail Are Recording Section 

52 E-mail Creation Section 

81 Destination Information Analysis Section 

100 E-mail Receive Section 

101 E-mail Are Recording Section 

1 02 I/O Section 

103 E-mail Transmitting Section 



[Translation done.] 
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